individualized self-paced online, group-based synchronously, and group-based asynchronously.
Individualized programs are designed to help the learners work at their own pace, anytime, anywhere. By offline and online learning, he means using the materials while connected to the net or disconnected. As for group-based e-learning synchronously, he refers to situations in which groups of learners collaborate via the Internet. Examples of this can be audio and video conferencing. Group-based e-learning asynchronously is used for situations when exchanges among the participants of a group are done with a delay. Examples of this type can be discussions through mailing lists. According to him, there is argument over the priority on any of these methods over the others.
Some prefer to design group-based e-learning programs and some others prefer individualized self-paced ones.
There is also a controversy over the superiority of online over offline materials or vice versa. Following Romiszowski's(2004) classification and the purpose of the present study is to find out which method works better: printing the newspaper hypertexts and assigning them to the language learners for the improvement of their reading comprehension or asking the students to read the same newspaper articles while connected to the net. In other words, emphasizing computer-assisted language learning, the main objective of this study is to reveal which one, online or offline hypertexts, will help the Iranian EFL learners enhance their comprehension of English more than the other.
Review of Literature
Computers are now at the service of almost all the world's population specially those involved in education in general and teaching in particular. Warschauer (1995) noted, "technology is developing so rapidly that it can often be difficult or overwhelming to harness somewhat like trying to get a drink of water from a gushing fire hydrant". At every second, there are so many facilities added to help language teachers enjoy their job even more. Teaching and testing programs, references, e-mail exchanges, Using the Internet in language learning widens the students' visions, and it provides regular feedback of their proficiency in the language; it offers a powerful motivation to broaden their knowledge of the related foreign culture, traditions and customs. If, however, students are left alone with their computers, as the Internet is a terrific resource for accessing full-text newspapers, magazines, journals, and reference books, the problem which arises is leaving the students at sixes and sevens about where to begin, which might be overwhelming for inexperienced learners as there is an infinite amount of information available.
In order to find the pedagogical value of e-learning, one needs to glance back at the principles of autonomous horizons for those who enjoy group work. All in all, Kohn states that e-learning turns one's learning into a life-long one, whether individually or in collaboration of others. Thus, the pedagogical viability of e-learning activities for language learning purposes depends on their contribution to the fulfillment of these principles.
One of the main advantages of e-learning for both collaborative and autonomous self-paced learning is that it greatly enhances getting involved in meaningful activities (Brown, Collins, and Duguid, 1989; Schank & Cleary, 1995; Evensen & Hmelo, 2000) . As the situations in which the learners are in, are authentic ones, learners are required to carry out real life tasks. This way, they are encouraged to learn more. Of course this idea is not accepted by all educators. Clark (1994) declared that "media will never influence learning". He mentions that the media are vehicles which only hand in instructions but they do not affect learners' achievement; in the same way that a truck which delivers our food can not change our nutrition. To him, the only thing which matters is instructional method.
On the other hand, Schank (1997) said it is accepted that the influence of media and information technology on learning is optimized when it is integrated into educational experience. He added that we need to focus our attention to the design of learning experience than on presentation of subject matter.
As computer-assisted language learning has been highly supported by many scholars in the field, the term e-learning is mostly in association with learning a foreign language.
The use of hypertexts has flowingly been involved in educational programs in general and language learning contexts in particular (Chen, Fan, and Maredie, 2006) . In To be able to use the hypertexts, one needs to be able to make the head and tail out of the materials he is to read. In other words, reading comprehension is the necessary language skill to use the hypertexts on the net.
Lutjeharms(1998) defines reading as a "complicated task that figures many kinds of knowledge, abilities and psychological factors which may vary individually".
According to him, in reading comprehension, text types and reading goals are two key factors which vary strongly in different individuals.
Research has proved that with the development of modern technology and the use of computers and the Internet in language learning, in e-learning contexts hypertexts can play a vital role. The links used in the online hypertexts provide an opportunity for language learners, in particular, to have access to the related materials and develop their knowledge (Oliver and Herrington, 1995;  cited in Verezub and Wang, 2008) . In their study aimed at investigating language learners' reading and learning behavior in the e-learning environment,, Verezub and Wang(2008) pointed out that reading the hypertexts leads to a successful understanding since the learners are required to "constantly monitor the reading process". The results of their study also showed that comprehension is enhanced for hypertexts with text, picture and audio links.
Ehrlich, Radde, Pollleti, and Freitag(2010) presented an elearning system for teaching reading comprehension. They concluded that using authentic texts, the language learner is encouraged to apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend a text. They then suggested a technical platform aimed at a better comprehension through elearning.
Considering computer-assisted language learning as a widely acceptable way of presenting materials in language classrooms and admitting the influential role of the Internet language learning on one hand, and emphasizing the use of hypertexts, either online or offline in reading comprehension on the other, the researcher raises materials outperform in a reading comprehension test compared to those who practice online reading texts?
Based on the research question, the following null hypothesis was posed:
H0-There is no significant difference in the EFL learners' reading comprehension performance whether the read online or offline.
Method

Participants
The participants of the present study were a number of 85 male and female junior Iranian EFL students majoring English translation at Islamic Azad University, Shiraz and Abadeh branches. They were all at the age range of 23 to 27 years old and had all passed their basic reading comprehension (1) and (2) at the university. They had all taken their "reading the press" course; specifically speaking, the study was done in their "reading the Press" class. On the basis of ACTFL Reading Proficiency and rating, all the participants were expected to enjoy a midintermediate level of reading proficiency.
Procedure
A number of 45 at Islamic Azad University, Abadeh branch and 40 students at Islamic Azad University, Shiraz branch were chosen from among a number of 160 available junior EFL students as the participants. They were all studying in the third year at the university, and their major was English translation. To see if they were homogeneous as far as their comprehension of English was concerned, a reading comprehension test was developed, and it was, then, piloted for reliability purposes. Additionally, it was reviewed by two language professors for content validity. As the result of the reviewing process, they confirmed that the test enjoyed both content and construct validity. The reliability obtained based on a test-retest method was 0.7. As the reliability of the test was satisfactory, and language experts confirmed that it was valid, it was taken by the participants of the study at the beginning of instruction. In order to find out if the participants were homogeneous or not, an independent t-test was applied to the students' scores in the pre-test. The comparison of participants' scores indicated that the participants were homogeneous, and there was not a significant difference in their performances.
The test was, then, considered as the pre-test and the results were kept for final analyses.
As the question raised in this study was whether online reading could improve reading comprehension or offline one better, a number of pages from online papers were selected from among all available online papers on the net. An attempt was made for the selection of various topics. The topic of excerpts was social, political, healthrelated etc. It is worth mentioning here that reading for comprehension and making inferences were considered the primary purposes for reading the materials, and raising the learners' awareness toward the main idea in the texts was also another aspect taken into account in the study.
While in the first group, the students were given the printed pages of the hypertexts (offline reading) to have a prestudy before the text was worked on in the classroom, in the second group, the students were given the title of the articles and related source of the materials in the net and were assigned to surf the net and do the pre-study online.
Then, as the treatment, for each class session which was one and a half hours every week, since the course was a two-credit one, the students in both groups were required to have a pre-study over the assigned articles in the papers with the difference that in the experimental group the students were asked to use the hyperlinks on the same Web page of the paper while reading it at home, and then in the classroom, the teacher read the articles paragraph by paragraph, asked the students comprehension questions, paraphrased the sentences, discussed about the central idea in each paragraph and finally summarized the whole text. For the researcher to make sure if the participants in the experimental group used the links, the teacher asked them to report what they had found in the related links. The Web sites they could link to were different and the only purpose of using links was to let the participants have more exposure to language. This was done for the whole semester which took about three months.
time. The pre-and post-test were administered in the very first and last session of the class time in the semester, and the instruction lasted for the whole term. To reject the research null hypothesis, a one-way ANOVA was applied to the students' gain scores, i.e., the difference between their pre-and post-test scores to compare the performance of the participants in both groups in the pre and post tests. The reason why the gain scores were considered was that the researcher needed to know the changes occurring to the performance of the participants in the post-test as the result of the instruction.
Instrumentation
A reading comprehension test was developed to be used for both pre-and post-test. It consisted of six reading passages followed by a set of forty multiple choice items.
The items generally were based on reading for comprehension and making inferences. Raising the learners' awareness toward the main idea in the texts was also another aspect taken into account in the test (Appendix 1). The items then were scored objectivelyeach item having 0.5 point -by the researcher since the test items were all multiple choice questions. After it was proved that the test enjoyed both reliability and validity, it was used for the pre-and post-test. The choice of the articles was done quite randomly, and the articles enjoyed variety of topics including not only political but also social issues, which were related to the participants' every day life and thus interesting to read. As the researcher was the teacher for the participants' "Reading the Press" course, she selected her teaching materials following not only the course syllabus but also the research objective. The chosen articles were used during the instruction which was one and a half hour every week for a semester (about three months or so).
Results and Discussion
The results of the independent t-test to check the homogeneity of participants are represented in tables below:
According to Table 1 , whereas the average score (mean) of the first group, i.e. those who read the newspaper excerpts offline was 13.6, the average score for the second group's performance was 13.8. Table 2 , while the value of t is .3, the significance level is .5, which implies that there is not significant difference between the performances of the participants in both groups. This reveals that the participants in both groups were homogeneous.
According to
As the research hypothesis was there is no difference in the performance of the participants whether they read the Based on what can be observed in Table 3 and online group = 17.08), however, indicates that the second group who used paper materials online were able to outperform the other one who read offline newspaper excerpts.
Pedagogical Implication
Following the results of this study support the idea that if our language learners are exposed to reading excerpts from the screen online, they will enhance their comprehension much better than reading the same content offline, in printed form. In fact, the practical aspect of this study was 3. Each correct answer receives one point; no negative point is deduced for incorrect answers.
4. Do not write on this booklet, please.
Reading 1:
Statistics would like to place a giant mirror in space above the earth. It might be six miles wide. It would be used to catch the rays of the sun. It would be direct the sun's ray s upon the earth as you might do with a magnifying glass. Insects have many methods of living through a cold winter.
One unusual method is that one used by honey bees.
When cold weather comes, the bees form a cluster within the hive. Those in the middle of this mass start dancing.
Dancing makes the bees warm. Their heat raises the temperature within the whole cluster The bees on the outside serve as a shell to hold in the heat. The temperature in the center may be seventy, five degrees higher than in the air outside the cluster.
Throughout the winter, the bees keep changing places within the cluster so that each takes a turn at the center and on the outside. In this way, all the bees stay warm for months.
6. In the cold weather, honey bees form a cluster … . The pond where 11-year-old Ross Carroll drowned. Down the track we will look at incorporating the feel good chemicals into other products." Most DNA in an egg is contained in its nucleus but there is a tiny amount in the mitochondria, which is only passed on from the mother.
If it is defective then the defect is passed on. A number of rare "mitochondria diseases" are already known and affect roughly one person in every 4,000 or 5,000.
But it is thought these defects also play a role in much more common diseases. In all, one in 200 people could be affected by abnormalities to the mitochondria, it is thought.
The new technique involves using a microscopic syringe to remove the nucleus of an egg from an affected women and transplant it into a healthy donor egg -one that does contain defects to its mitochondria.
The egg is then fertilised in a test tube and transplanted back into the original donor.
The resultant baby remains the woman's biological child but without her inherited defects to the mitochondria.
The US scientists, who reported their breakthrough in the journal Nature, have successfully carried out the technique in macaque monkeys with no signs of complications.
They believe it is so successful that they could begin human trials if the law allowed it.
Shoukhrat Mitalipov, co-author, said: "Assuming that regulation, funding and other logistics are cleared up, clinical trials could begin immediately." He said that rare conditions were already known to be caused by the defects but many others may also be He noted that the shrinking of ozone layer as well as respiratory sprays were studied at the workshop. Referring to the fact that the world oceans cover about 70 percent of the Earth's surface, Chegini said no efforts should be spared to familiarize the world with Iranian oceanographers.
(10) Illegal Firework Factory Busted
The city police closed an illegal firework factory in east Tehran on Sunday.
Colonel Jafari, an official of the information and security police, told Mehr News Agency that the factory produced 3,000 types of dangerous fireworks.
He said the products bore fake logos and were ready for market distribution in nationwide," he added.
"The factory sold its products through three major Is the first child likely to find the toy more interesting than the other child? When we are pursuing a goal, we need to carefully consider the best ways of achieving it.
If we come across something very difficult, how will that affect our ability to meet our goal? University of Chicago psychologists Aparna A. Labroo and Sara Kim investigated the extent that subjective feelings of difficulty are associated with an increased appeal towards a product, Physorg reported.
A group of students were assigned with the goals of feeling good or being kind. Then they were presented with ads for and a children's charity (the group who had the goal of being kind). The volunteers were shown one of two versions of the ads--a clear, easy to read ad or a blurry, difficult to read ad (the content in both of the ads was identical). The students then completed questionnaires about how much they desired the chocolates and their thoughts about the charity. Volunteers who were shown the charity advertisement were also given the option of donating money to the charity.
The results, described in Psychological Science, a journal of the Association for Psychological Science, were very interesting. The students who viewed the ads for chocolate were more likely to desire the chocolates in the blurry ad than the ones in the clear, easy-to-read ad. In addition, the volunteers who watched the charity advertisement donated more money to the charity, but only after seeing the blurry, difficult to read ad.
These findings reveal that when something is difficult, we tend to believe that because it is difficult, it must be important in helping us achieve our goals. These results were surprising because they are counterintuitive to earlier studies which showed that objects are liked more when they are easy to process and understand.
The authors suggest that when we have goals, we need to be careful as we consider just how useful certain actions and products will be in helping us meet those goals--and that difficult is not necessarily better.
(12) Georgian Church Influence Soars
When the head of Georgia's Orthodox Church offered to become godfather to every third child born to a family last year, the response was nothing short of miraculous.
Birth rates among Georgian families soared by nearly 20 percent and within a year the patriarch, Ilia II, had presided over enough mass baptisms to become godfather to more than 2,000 children, AFP reported.
Nearly two decades after Georgia split from the staunchly atheist Soviet Union, such is the influence of the country's Orthodox Church, which has undergone a remarkable resurgence to become one of the most trusted and powerful institutions in Georgia. Lack of exercise is another factor blamed for the high incidence of skeletal disorders among girls.
Moreover, urban students, due to lack of space for physical activities, are more likely to suffer from height and skeletal disorders. Commenting on classrooms, the sociologist said some colors strain the eye and cause psychological disorders when children are exposed to them for too long.
He emphasized the importance of making use of warm and bright colors to increase the attractiveness of classes and improve the learning abilities of students.
To reduce respiratory diseases caused by overexposure to chalk dust, Abhari stressed the need for using whiteboards in schools.
Abhari called for improving standards of hygiene in schools to curb the spread of infectious diseases among students, especially girls. 
